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Closing the 
Achievement 

Gap

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16Hb0lnDtcRLEouQ8tYa5uV64EAAZRCyr/view?usp=sharing


Fostering Key Social Studies Dispositions



Collaboratively Drafted 
K-12 Social Studies 
Program Standards

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1QobRp5oxTq67BZJfbDi8mCfUVGfPsIhi
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1QobRp5oxTq67BZJfbDi8mCfUVGfPsIhi
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1QobRp5oxTq67BZJfbDi8mCfUVGfPsIhi


The purpose of social studies in FCPS is to 
empower all students to be positive 
contributors to their communities. Our 
student-centered curriculum grounded in 
historical and social science thinking skills 
fosters Portrait of a Graduate attributes. By 
exploring American democracy and the 
interconnected histories of our world, 
students develop as informed, empathetic 
citizens who take action to improve their 
local and global communities.

Mission of FCPS Social Studies

What word or phrase 
seems important to you?



Designing for Cultural Responsiveness
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Listening to Our Community
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FCPS parent email
…[W]e are having some trouble 
understanding the Colonial Day event. It 
seems to be, from the activities as I 
understand them, to be celebrating 
colonists exclusively. Are we incorrect 
about this? It is hard to tell if there is 
acknowledgment in this day of dancing, 
costumes, and eating certain types of 
food, that there are people of color who 
would not have been included in this 
type of celebration back then. Is there 
more you can tell us that we might be 
missing about how this may be 
acknowledged? Without this 
understanding, it seems that our child 
would be participating in a celebration 
for people (as well as role playing of 
these people) who were slave owners, 
and back then he would have been on 
the wrong side of that party.



Overview of Work in Social Studies

● Auditing existing resources for bias using 
tools centered in culturally responsive 
pedagogy; removing harmful resources

● Developing partnerships to scale curriculum 
development focused on inquiry-based 
learning

● Infusing anti-bias standards into the core 
curriculum guidance

● Providing professional development for 
social studies educators across grade levels

● Working on policy to explicitly support anti-
bias and anti-racism education in FCPS
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Transformation in Social Studies

Auditing Curriculum Resources for Bias



Transformation in Social Studies

VDOE: African American History 
Education Commission Technical Edits

https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/secretary-of-education/pdf/AAHEC-Report-Final_version2.pdf


Rethinking Virginia Studies

4th grade teachers from every 
elementary school
● Site-based learning
● Multiple perspectives
● Examine implicit bias
● Redesign Virginia Studies for 

Cultural Responsiveness
● Retire Colonial day

Transformation in Social Studies
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Rethinking Virginia Studies

Transformation in Social Studies

12

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1mu8BWUt9CRg03w1g_OuGAaByxNRk8Ay6/view


Transformation in Social Studies

★ 6 school divisions
★ 102 educators
★ 30+ partners from historical 

sites, universities, & 
museums

★ Inquiry Design Model: 
Source analysis, 
argumentation, informed 
action

★ 39 inquiry units designed 
over 2 years

★ Work underway 2020-21 
for world history courses

Virginia Inquiry Collaborative

13



14

https://pbs.twimg.com/profile_images/895297671967145986/jTToevUp_400x400.jpg
https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/proxy/ilJBsXBJPmqYWrOct0nBLzXhyUA2H4jQzybHzD9wGO76z0vXSsPoSmFlsnCTUUQG-eBA765-aPPx_dCGtXcSLV5s-IfbKbPleIupC9nXvmswPaDOKh6UgMLLyGJLn7d54LIS0GjWFkwcc1dZvJQiJZDAFBdQtJYTPZEW8Mvl
https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/proxy/ilJBsXBJPmqYWrOct0nBLzXhyUA2H4jQzybHzD9wGO76z0vXSsPoSmFlsnCTUUQG-eBA765-aPPx_dCGtXcSLV5s-IfbKbPleIupC9nXvmswPaDOKh6UgMLLyGJLn7d54LIS0GjWFkwcc1dZvJQiJZDAFBdQtJYTPZEW8Mvl


When should authority be questioned? 

Why can’t everyone vote?

Were the freedmen free?

Am I getting the education I deserve?

Would I break an unjust law?

Did the founders protect liberty or slavery? 

Who decides how Virginia’s history is told? 

Virginia Inquiry Collaborative:
Compelling Questions



Cultural Responsiveness in MS & HS

Transformation in Social Studies

● Design Principles & 
implicit bias training: all 
social studies 
department chairs 

● Enacting change in the 
classroom

● Professional 
development for all 
middle & high school 
social studies teachers 
in January 2020
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Curriculum Revision & Development
Courses Audited 2019-2020 
by diverse teams of teachers:

● Virginia Studies
● U.S. History I
● U.S. History II
● Civics
● World History I
● World History II
● VA / US History

Transformation in Social Studies

New Resources developed 
2019-2020:

● Overhaul of Virginia 
Studies Planning & 
Pacing Guides

● Primary Source Sets for 
all U.S. History Courses 
with Smithsonian 
Resources

● Combating Intolerance
17



Smithsonian Learning Lab Resources, K-12
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Anti-Bias Education in Core Curriculum

● Essential Standards for the Return-to-
School explicitly include content-aligned, 
anti-bias objectives derived from the Social 
Justice Standards by Teaching Tolerance

● Relevance, critical thinking, and 
informed action encouraged through unit 
concepts, essential questions, and 
performance-based assessments 
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Example from VA/US History
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Example from VA/US History
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1. Design resources and professional learning 
for distance and concurrent learning that 
prioritize cultural responsiveness and historical 
integrity

2. Adopt the use of Inquiry Design Model units, 
in U.S. history courses, pilot in 2020-21, scaling 
in 2021-2022 

3. World History focus with Virginia Inquiry 
Collaborative
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Enacting Change During Distance Learning
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Enacting Change During Distance Learning

Social Studies In-Service 2020 

Sample Breakout 
Session Topics:

A Toolkit for Identifying 
Cultural Bias and White 
Supremacy 

Anti-Bias Education

Facilitating Hard 
Conversations with 
Students



4. Clear expectations and guidance on Holocaust 
education in grades 7, 10, 11 

5. Support high schools running new elective for 
African American History, created by Virginia 
Department of Education 

6. System-wide Professional Development for 
teachers of U.S. history, focused on cultural 
responsiveness and the African American History 
Education Commission’s technical edits
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Enacting Change During Distance Learning



Enacting Change During Distance Learning
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Enacting Change During Distance Learning
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Planning for Indigenous Peoples’ Day Google Site



Policy Development
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● January 2020: School Board Forum on Anti-
Bias and Anti-Hate Curriculum

● June 2020: School Board Forum on Eliminating 
Racism & Implicit Bias in FCPS

● September 2020: School Board consensus to 
pursue policy development for anti-bias 
education and controversial issues

● January 27, 2020: School Board work session 
on stakeholder engagement plan 
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Contact Information

Coordinator, Secondary 
Curriculum Integration 

and Management
caeddy@fcps.edu

Coordinator, 
K-12 Social Studies
ashunter@fcps.edu

Specialist, Culturally 
Responsive Pedagogy
dmmarch@fcps.edu

mailto:caeddy@fcps.edu
mailto:ashunter@fcps.edu
mailto:dmmarch@fcps.edu


www.fcps.edu
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